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Upon his retirement, Keith Miller is applauded for his service with the City of Murray Planning
Department at Thursday’s City Council meeting. Standing with him is Director of Planning
Dannetta Clayton, who has worked with him in different capacities for 15 years.
appraised for $155,000.
employee Keith Miller, who is
“We did receive an offer from retiring after 26 years with the
First Baptist Church to purchase city.
From front
this property for $150,000.
“(Director of Planning Danmer Murray Police Department Since that’s so close to the ap- netta Clayton) and I were talking
headquarters, which became va- praisal and since its been on the about it earlier, and I think I
cant after the department moved market since December, it’s my worked under seven different
into the former City Hall on recommendation that you accept mayors,” Miller said. “I think
maybe (council members DanFifth Street and was later rented that offer.”
The council also voted to ny Hudspeth and Dan Miller)
out for a period of time.
“You might recall that back accept a $139,665.60 bid from were here when I started, and
last winter, you declared the old Hutson Inc. to purchase a trac- of course, you (Hudspeth) were
police station surplus property,” tor and boom mower. The con- one of the mayors that I did work
Mayor Bob Rogers said to the tract is through Sourcewell, and under for a period. I’ve truly encouncil. “We advertised for bids Street and Solid Waste Manager joyed my time here, I appreciate
beginning Dec. 10 of 2021. We Ron Allbritten said it would take everybody and appreciate all the
did not receive any bids, so you 120 days for the equipment to be hard work that the council members do. It’s been like family, so
instructed us to list that with a delivered.
The
council
also
recognized
I just really appreciate it. Thank
Realtor. The police station was
appraised at your request and it longtime Planning Department you.” n
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From front

in a statement it had completed
live-fire training, and lifted relevant air and sea controls.
The statement didn’t clarify
whether that meant all military
exercises had ended in six exclusion zones surrounding the
island, which began at noon on
Thursday and were set to last
for 72 hours. At a regular briefing Thursday, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying said she didn’t have
information on whether all the
drills had ended, and referred reporters back to the original Aug.
4-7 timeframe.
People’s Daily, the mouthpiece of the Chinese Communist
Party, said on its official Twitter
account that sea and airspace
controls off the eastern coast of
Taiwan had been lifted.
China earlier this week
warned airlines to avoid “danger
zones” around Taiwan after it
announced its most provocative
drills in decades in response to
Pelosi’s visit, including missile
tests and live-fire exercises. The
No. 3 American official vowed
Wednesday during a meeting

with Taiwan’s president in Taipei that the U.S. wouldn’t abandon Taiwan.
The Taiwanese Defense Ministry said earlier it continues to
be on high alert in response to
the exercises, which the agency criticized as an attempt to
undermine regional stability.
Transportation Minister Wang
Kwo-tsai said flights could use
alternative air routes via Japan
and the Philippines until the
drills ended Sunday, while ships
would be able to avoid the six
exclusion zones.
“Shipping is different from
air traffic as there is no fixed
route — it’s freer,” Wang told reporters at a briefing late Wednesday. “So what’s done in the past
is to avoid the areas where drills
will take place.”
Chinese President Xi Jinping
is under pressure to give a strong
response to the trip, particularly after some local nationalists
were disappointed that Beijing
wasn’t able to deter Pelosi from
visiting. She left Taiwan on
Wednesday and held meetings in
South Korea on Thursday before
heading next to Japan.
Separately, Southeast Asian
foreign ministers urged “maximum restraint” in a statement released during an annual meeting

Thursday in Cambodia. Association of Southeast Asian Nations
envoys expressed concern that
developments “could destabilize
the region and eventually could
lead to miscalculation, serious
confrontation, open conflicts
and unpredictable consequences
among major powers,” without
naming China, Taiwan or the
U.S.
On Wednesday, 27 Chinese
military aircraft were detected
in the skies around Taiwan’s airspace, with 22 crossing the median line of the Taiwan Strait —
the most since the island began
making the maneuvers public in
2020. Separately, Taiwan said
it warned off Chinese military
drones flying near its Kinmen
and Beiding islands — both
of which sit close to the coastal Chinese city of Xiamen —
Wednesday night.
China’s national security
agency separately detained a
Taiwanese man for long-time advocacy of Taiwan independence
and founding a Taiwan Nationalist Party, state broadcaster
CCTV on Wednesday. Beijing
has also announced some trade
restrictions on Taiwan.
(Cindy Wang and Isabel
Reynolds, Bloomberg News) n
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Our ways
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With his back to the camera, Max Hurt speaks before the congregation at Kirksey United Methodist Church, 1978.

Pictured having a meal at Kirksey United Methodist Church,
from left, are Johnnie and Noble Cox, Rupert McCuiston,
Jewel McCallon, Herschel Pace and Nadine Pace with her
back to the camera.

rich baritone voice rising to the
rafters, driving home the finer
points of righteousness. Lowering to a whisper to humble
us sinners, bringing us to our
knees. At the end, a special invitation was made, begging those
not yet saved to come forward to
be forgiven and walk the rest of
their days with the Lord.
When the last song was sung
and the benediction was given, it
was time for a celebratory meal.
The Fellowship Hall was laden with the bounty of summer
gardens and every family was
proud to contribute their favorite
dish. From crispy fried chicken
and hickory-smoked barbeque
to sliced country ham, there was
enough for everyone. Another
table was filled with hot coffee
and cold lemonade and a never-ending supply of iced tea.
And then there were the
desserts. From 2-inch thick
meringue-topped coconut and
chocolate pies to the two and
three-layer cakes of every
known variety. Of course, we
kids couldn’t get enough of the
chocolate brownies and peanut
butter cookies. Colorful strawberries and fresh-picked peaches made the perfect topping for
Angel food cake or homemade
ice cream.
The memories of those spe-

cial Sundays came flooding back
during a recent visit to the annual Bazzell Cemetery Reunion
in Coldwater. It was the perfect
opportunity to revisit some familiar ways of my upbringing.
While this one didn’t involve a
preacher or gospel music, it was
nonetheless, a good, old-fashioned homecoming. Neighbors
and friends came together for
fellowship and a good dose of
remembering those who have
gone before us.
While many of our old family
traditions have been abandoned
in this 21st century, it’s comforting to know that we here in
Calloway County still honor
our heritage. As the world all
around sometimes seems terribly dark, I find solace in my faith
and the “ways” I was taught by
my ancestors. I’m grateful to
those precious, caring souls
that demonstrated their faith in
the ways they lived their lives,
teaching the next generation.
Bobbie Smith Bryant is a native of Calloway County. She
is currently working on a commemorative history to celebrate
the 2022 Calloway County Bicentennial. For more essays,
visit her website at bobbiesmithbryant.com. n
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or my early ancestors
making their way to
western Kentucky, crossing the
Appalachian Mountains surely
seemed an insurmountable challenge. They mostly walked from
North Carolina to cross through
the Cumberland Gap into Kentucky. Along the way there was
some passage across the rivers,
likely terrifying for those who
could not swim.
From bears and bobcats to
rattlesnakes, their frontier days
were perilous. The pioneers
were a resilient bunch, many
of whom were rooted in their
Christian faith. Their lives followed the rhythm of nature and
their beliefs were taught to their
children. These “ways” were developed long before my people
came to Kentucky.
Sharing their love of Christ
and teaching their faith to their
children has been my family’s
heritage for generations. My
ancestors didn’t just talk about
their faith, they showed their
commitment to it by the way
they lived. Not in a show-off
sort of way, but in their day-today activities of ordinary life.
The habits of prayer and worship were so often practiced
it was simply a way of life. At
least once and sometimes twice
a year they took time to recharge
their worship by gathering with
others.
When I was a little girl, the
small country church where I
grew up often held revivals,
especially during the summer.
These special events were typically led by a preacher from
another community. Every time
I hear one of the old hymns
such as “Just as I Am,” “What
a Friend We Have in Jesus,” or
“We’ll Gather at the River,” I
think of those revivals. They
were filled with soul-searching
music, fervent prayers, and a
spirit-filled sermon. It was the
perfect time for Christians to renew their personal relationship
with God.
Another big event from my
church memories was Homecoming Sunday. Those special
Sundays were similar in many
ways to the revivals. There was
usually a featured guest pastor
or a lay speaker from another
church. Individuals and families who were once members
of our church made their way
“back home” for these annual
events. Often there was a retired
preacher that had once served
our church would return to reminisce old times.
There was always an extra selection of music for Homecoming, with different instruments
included in the service, or a
guest pianist, organist, or vocalist. Sometimes there was a trio
or quartet from a nearby town.
The atmosphere seemed almost
electric to me as the members
of our church were rejuvenated
from this collective worship experience. Familiar songs seemed
to take on new life as voices
melded and emotions flowed,
setting the stage for the word of
God to be delivered to an eager
crowd.
We kept our Bibles in hand
to follow along during the service. The sermons were filled
with passion, delivered with a

Check out this fully remodeled, 4 bedroom home
with 3 full bathrooms and a four car garage. Situated on a double lot inside the city limits, with
mature trees and beautiful finishes throughout.
Brittany Marchetti
Just under 2,500 square foot, with a new roof, 270-293-3224
new windows, and all new plumbing and electrical inside. Ample space and ready for its new
owner! MLS #118450 $365,000
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699 S Roberston Road

1911 Gatesborough Circle
4 BR, 2 Bath home in the Heart of
Gatesborough!
MLS #118087 $224,500
Kathy Kopperud
270-752-0709

First time this custom-built home is for sale. This
two-bedroom two bath home has amazing curb
appeal, and the back yard is ready for
enjoyment. The 16x20 outbuilding conveys
with the sale, backyard is fenced in. The
home has a whole house generator hooked
up and ready to go. The office could be a
third bedroom with a window added or the Janette DeWitt
formal dining area could be converted into 270-293-2435
a bedroom. MLS #118360 $279,00

711 Main St. • 270-753-1222
www.murraykyrealestate.com

#0605

