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I left my childhood home in Calloway County when I was 23 years old. I moved across
the rivers to Christian County to open a business of my own. For the first time, I was
free from my parents’ watchful eyes, able to reinvent myself beyond being the
daughter or granddaughter of the Smiths and the Chilcutts.

With the confidence of Lewis and Clark, I set out. Moving away from everything I’d
ever known was a big adventure. I paid rent to live and work among people I’d never

met before. Every facet of my life was filled with the unfamiliar. It was exciting and

scary.

In my naivete, I had not considered the obvious. I knew not one soul in Hopkinsville.
In the days before cell phones and Google Maps, I didn’t know where the grocery store

or the post office was located. Nor did I know who to ask, or who to trust.

God sometimes prompts us to step out of our comfort zone. We can always say no, but
it’s not so easy when we follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit. The same was true

for the characters we meet in the Bible.

Just as I stepped into an unknown future, Joseph, too, was asked to walk a path filled

with uncertainty. His story reminds us that obedience often requires great courage.

18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary
was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to

be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph, her husband, was faithful to
the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to

divorce her quietly.

20 By after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your

wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 Spe will give birth to

a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,[ </ because he will save his people from

1

their sins.’

22 AUl this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel ”(which
means “‘God with us”’). Matthew 1:18-23

Joseph never spoke a word in scripture; there’s not a single recorded line. And yet, his
very presence at the birth of Jesus speaks volumes about the man he was and the

choices he made.

When Caesar Augustus issued the decree that all should be registered, Joseph could
have sent someone else in his place. But he didn’t. He gathered his betrothed Mary,
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who was by then visibly pregnant, and began the long, rugged journey from Nazareth
to Bethlehem. Nearly 90 miles of dusty roads, steep hills, and uncertain shelter lay
ahead. But Joseph went.

We don’t know from this passage whether Joseph was accustomed to having dreams;
maybe they were not such a rarity. Maybe he went because he belonged to the house
and line of David. But most likely, he went because he belonged to God. A dream that

powerful, delivered by an angel, was enough. No further discussion was needed.

Mary was nearing the end of her pregnancy. Every step must have been painful, a test

of endurance. And Joseph bore the weight of more than just the journey.

Like Mary, he carried the burden of ugly rumors and sideways glances. He carried the
mystery of a child not his own, but one committed to him. And this is where God
flipped the script. Joseph wasn’t a priest or a prophet; he was a craftsman — a carpenter.

Yet God entrusted him with the care of His holy son.

When they arrived in Bethlehem, Passover was underway and there was no room for
the weary travelers. No welcome mat was rolled out, let alone a red carpet. There was
no soft bed to lie in for comfort. Just rejection at every turn, and yet, Joseph didn’t get
angry or act in desperation. He found a simple place along the way and made it ready.
A manger filled with straw became a cradle.

And there, in the quiet of night, with no midwife or family nearby, Mary gave birth.
Joseph was there, holding her hand, wiping her brow, then placing the baby gently in
Mary’s embrace. The Savior of the world took his first breaths in the arms of a man

with calloused hands scarred from shaping timber.

Joseph was just an ordinary man. But he was filled with an unwavering faith in God.
He believed the angel’s message and followed his instructions to the letter. He trusted

God’s plan.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 Byt the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in
the town of David, a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This

will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Luke 2:8-12
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When the shepherds arrived at the stable, breathless and wide-eyed, telling of angels
and glory and good news, Joseph listened. He surely marveled as he watched the scene
unfold. You see, his responsibility was not to preach or even to proclaim the good

news. His role was to be present. To protect and provide.

And isn’t that what so many of us are called to do? To walk the hard road with a friend
or a neighbor. To carry the burden. To show up, even when the world offers no room.

To say yes to God, even when the path is not clear and the outcome unknown.

Joseph reminds us that obedience shows up. God doesn’t need perfect conditions or
perfect people. He needs willing hearts. He desires acts of service as a form of

worship. Let us stand with Joseph in the stable, in awe of what God has done.
st

Study Questions

« What does Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem teach us about perseverance in the
face of uncertainty?

« How does Joseph’s obedience contrast with the expectations of men in his time
and culture?

« How does Joseph’s silence in scripture highlight the power of listening as
worship?

« Why do you think God entrusted the Messiah to the care of a humble carpenter?
In what ways does this influence how you understand your calling?

Thoughts for Reflection

« Joseph has stood in the shadows of the nativity scene for centuries. Where in
your life are you being asked to serve quietly, without recognition or applause?

« Joseph didn’t speak, but he listened. To the angel, to God, to the needs of Mary
and Jesus. What voices are you being called to listen to today?

« Joseph carried the mystery of God’s plan, even when others could not
understand. How do you respond when God’s plan doesn’t make sense?
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Prayer
Abba Father,

We thank you for Joseph. For his presence, his listening heart, and his unwavering
obedience. When we feel unseen, remind us that you see. And when we feel afraid or

uncertain, remind us that you go before us.

Shape our hearts like Joseph’s, humble, faithful, and ready to say yes. Teach us to stand
in the doorway of your miracles, to guard what is sacred, and to serve others without
seeking recognition. May we, like Joseph, respond to your call with courage, humility,

and love.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

For more of Bobbie’s essays and meditations, visit her website at
bobbiesmithbryant.com. Or to be added to the distribution list,
email bobbiebryant40@gmail.com.
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