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The Humble Donkey 

Bobbie Smith Bryant 

I suppose it’s that farm upbringing of mine that draws me to animals. Growing up, we were 

surrounded by four-legged companions, and their care was our responsibility. My brother and I 

had a pony, and my great-grandad once had a horse to round up cattle, and a mule to pull a 

plow. Yet, for all the creatures that passed through our lives, there was one we never had – a 

donkey. They’re interesting creatures, low to the ground with long, perky ears, and deep, soulful 

eyes. 

The Bible doesn’t explicitly say Mary rode a donkey to Bethlehem, yet generations have 

imagined her doing so. That imagery has endured because it reminds us that God often chooses 

the humble and ordinary to carry out extraordinary plans. He doesn’t require beauty, prestige, 

or power, only hearts willing to serve. 

Throughout scripture, donkeys appear as symbols of obedience and service. In Genesis 22:3, 

Abraham saddled a donkey for his journey to sacrifice his son, Isaac. It was a moment of trust 

and obedience to God.  

One of the most unusual reports about a donkey is found in Numbers 22. The donkey belonged 

to a wicked prophet named Balaam, who wasn’t an Israelite. In this story, God gave the donkey 

the ability to speak, making it one of only two animals in the Bible, along with the serpent in 

Eden, that ever talked. 

In the story about the Good Samaritan (Luke 10), the injured man is placed on a donkey. The 

animal becomes a means of healing and hospitality.  

In those ancient days, horses were reserved for the wealthy and powerful. They pulled chariots 

for the elite and carried royal leaders. But donkeys were everyday work animals belonging to 

the working class. The turn of phrase “beasts of burden” is apt for their role in daily life.  

Though easily overlooked, they were sometimes lifted up as examples. The prophet Isaiah 

contrasts the loyalty of animals with the blindness of God’s people. 

Hear me, you heavens! Listen, earth! 

    For the Lord has spoken: 

“I reared children and brought them up, 

    but they have rebelled against me. 
3 The ox knows its master, 

    the donkey its owner’s manger, 

but Israel does not know, 

    my people do not understand.” 
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                                Isaiah 1:2-3 (NIV) 

Early Christians saw this as a prophecy fulfilled in Bethlehem, where animals recognized God’s 

son while many people did not. 

The donkey, as a chosen mode of transportation, wasn’t limited to Jesus’ birth narrative. We 

find the story again in the Old Testament, where Zechariah foretells the triumphant entry of 

Jesus into Jerusalem: 

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 

Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, 

righteous and victorious, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

                                                      Zechariah 9:9 (NIV) 

Zechariah’s prophecy proclaimed the king Israel longed for, but not in the way the people 

expected. Instead of using power or force, this king would lead with humility. It was a complete 

shift from how the world sees leadership.  

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a 

donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says 

anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5 “Say to Daughter Zion, 

‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and 

the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their 

cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The 

crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna[d] in the highest heaven!” 10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred 

and asked, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in 

Galilee.” 

Matthew 21:1-11 (NIV) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2021&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23836d
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God had promised Israel a deliverer to bring them out of their enslavement in Egypt (Isaiah 9:6-

7). But Jesus didn’t come into the world riding a warhorse or leading an army. Instead, the King 

of Kings was born in a barn, with only animals nearby. His humble arrival challenged what 

people expected of a mighty ruler who would restore Israel. They were looking for power and 

might, but God gave them a helpless baby instead. 

Then, Jesus fulfilled this promise, not galloping in on a magnificent stallion as a warrior or a king 

but on the back of a lowly donkey. In choosing the sure-footed donkey, God once again flips the 

script with the unexpected. He declared his kingship by elevating the humble.   

With each steady step, the donkey bore a common carpenter’s son, and the hope of all 

creation. The donkey serves as a reminder that God's kingdom is carried forward with humble 

obedience. 

### 

Study Questions  

• What does the donkey’s role in carrying both burdens and blessings teach us about 

discipleship and service today? 

• How does Zechariah’s prophecy (Zechariah 9:9) reshape expectations of leadership and 

kingship? 

• What does the contrast between horses and donkeys in biblical imagery say about God’s 

values versus what the world values? 

Thoughts for Reflection 

• What unlikely people or situations has God used to bring about transformation in your 

life? 

 

• Have you experienced any “donkey moments” that changed the way you see your 

calling? 

 

• In what ways might humility become a gateway to spiritual growth for you?  

 

Closing Prayer 

Lord Jesus,  



. 

Thank you for the examples you used to teach us. You chose the lowly path – the manager, the 

donkey, the cross. Teach us to follow that same road in service and to accept your unexpected 

callings. Remind us that your kingdom moves through humbleness and unnoticed acts of love. 

Let us humble ourselves and be like the donkey: steady, faithful, and willing to serve where you 

lead us. We praise you, Jesus, the king who chose a donkey, the Lord our God who chooses us. 

Amen. 

 


