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LOOKING BACK
Ten years ago
The Murray Middle School eighth
grade Lady Tigers won the championship of the CCMS Thanksgiving
Tournament. Pictured are Maddie
Waldrop, Sarah McDowell, Bethany Armstrong, Lily Ramey, Zan
Speed, Alicia Hornbuckle, Abby
Parker, Loryn Carver, Kennedy
Jones, Brittany Lawson and Grace
Campbell.
Special Olympics athletes, family
and friends gathered at Sykes Farm
for their annual hay ride. Pictured
are William Winchester and Chris
Thomas.
On Veterans Day, Murray Middle School student Rav Strickland
shared his grandfather’s uniform
with his classmates. Johnny Blanton served in the U.S. Army for 13
years.
Pictured is Timothy Dix, son of
Dustin and Susan Dix, who visited
the Penny Pumpkin Patch.
Work has begun to clear four
structures on the corner of 12th and
Sharpe streets - the location of a future Dunkin Donuts.
Twenty years ago
Pictured are Kyser Lough and
Danielle Schwettman, youth director at First United Methodist
Church, sprucing up some of the
puppets used in “Christmas Alive”
performance at the church.
Employees from the Tiger Bank
at Murray High School are pictured together for the opening of
the school’s first bank. Included
are Shannon Coursey, Erin Darnell, Melinda Henderson, Stephanie Donnelly, Kiana Jackson, Daryl
Cole, Sean McElrath, Chris Bradley, Amanda Ellis, Robyn Mayfield,
Catherine Settle, Kori Tabers, Josh
Dunn, D.J. Anderson, Gloria Aguero and Lara Coursey.
The Calloway County Middle
School Jr. Beta Club sponsored
a school dance and presented the

Murray-Calloway County United
Way with a $1,532.77. Pictured
are CCMS Principal Brian Harper,
Jordan Patterson, United Way Campaign Chair Lisa Clinton, Ashley
Winkler, Kathryn McCoil, Rachel
Adams, T.J. Hargrove, Lindsey
Miller, United Way Director Peggy
Billington, Haley White and Tyler
Brockman.
Thirty years ago
Matthew Leet is pictured showing
his steam ship fashioned out of various scrap objects in an art project
taught by Lynn Warren for Calloway County’s Elementary Art Program. Leet is a third grader in Mrs.
Pool’s class at East Calloway.
Students from Carter Elementary
School enjoyed portraying the roles
of Mayor, robot and drummer in
the third grade musical “The Halloween Machine.” The show was
directed by Joan Bowker. Pictured
are Emily Thomason, Steven Prince
and Frank Etuokwu.
Forty years ago
Eight members of the Murray
High School football team earned
All Western Kentucky Conference
honors. They are Mark Boggess,
David McCuiston, John Purdom,
Craig Crawford, Steve McDougal,
Ronnie Pace, Jeff Cartwright and
David Denham.
Fifty years ago
Five members of the Murray High
School football team have been
named for honors in the All-Western Kentucky Conference. Porter
McCuiston and Monty Cathey were
named to the conference team.
Adam Lanning, Chris Clopton and
Mike Ryan were named to the AllWKC Class A Team.
Sixty years ago
Frank Hill, Charles Outland and
Dan Shipley are new officers of
the Young Farmers Class of Adult
Farmer Vocational Agriculture
Training Program.

TOWN CRIER
• The Murray Human Rights Commission will meet at
4 p.m. Monday at City Hall. Commissioners will discuss
recommendations for updates to the city’s human rights
ordinance.
• To report a Town Crier item, please phone 270-753-1916
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Mondays through
Fridays.
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$1.00
Call 270.753.1916 for more information
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he babe in the manger
of our vintage Nativity set is missing his right hand
and the camel keeper has been
glued together more than once.
Even with these flaws, I treasure
this cast of Christmas characters
that have been handed down
through three generations of my
husband’s family. The ritual of
placing the nativity in our daily
midst for the holiday season is
my favorite part of celebrating
Advent.
As I contemplate the miniature diorama, I am reminded of
a live nativity I was part of many
years ago. Our little Methodist
church in rural Calloway County was one of the center points of
our family. In those days, entertainment outside of three channels on TV was generally found
at school or church throughout
the year unless the college was
offering something special.
Our Sunday school teachers were usually the parents
or grandparents of we kiddos.
These faithful servants were
creative and inspirational. Most
every year’s Christmas celebration included the children, teens,
and, more often than not, the
adults, acting out the drama of
that special night long ago. For
those Christmas “pageants” as
they were called, the pulpit and
choir would be moved to the
side so the altar area could be
made into a stage. White sheets
were strung up with safety pins,
serving as curtains to be closed
after each act. This formality
was intended to add to the dramatic effect but likely became
part of the show at times.
We’d work for weeks before
the event to create our costumes.
Mothers would make white angel frocks with tinsel-edged
wings while boys and dads
would search for the perfect
substance to create big, bushy
beards. If memory serves, there
were some incredibly audacious
fabrics back in the 1960s which
led to some colorful bathrobes.
Those fabulous finds were used
for the royalty making their way
from the east. All three were
appointed with paper mâché

crowns of gold, studded with
plastic rubies and emeralds.
Shepherds were outfitted
with a rope tied at the waist of
their modest brown clothing.
Mary always wore some kind of
blue wrap, perhaps from a curtain or a well-worn tablecloth.
Joseph and the shepherds wore
towels tied around their heads.
Sometimes baby Jesus was a
real baby if there was a newborn
in the congregation that year.
We did our very best to honor
the pictures of the memorable
scene found in our Bibles.
I don’t know whose idea it
was, but there were a few years
that the congregation decided
it would be fun to produce a
live nativity for others who did
not attend our church. It was to
be held outside, in front of the
church. Parents were just as enthusiastic as we youngsters and
the entire church got behind the
idea.
For the stable, the men came
together and used various size
boards for a frame, which was
overlayed with hickory slabs
left over from firing tobacco.
Those slabs were flat from the
saw cut on one side with bark on
the other. The bark provided the
perfect rustic look we imagined
might be found in Bethlehem.
In deciding who would play
which characters, I guess we
took time about, probably swapping so everyone got a chance to
stand inside the stable for a little
while. There might be a female
king one year and, occasionally one of the fellows would be
an angel. I don’t recall any live
animals, but we had life-size
wooden cutouts of sheep and
a donkey placed in our midst.
Someone even had the presence
of mind to illuminate the scene
with spotlights.
Typically, these live events
were held on the Friday and
Saturday evenings the weekend
before the big day. There were
shifts for each night so Sunday School classes would sign
up for a set time. As teenagers
would do, we didn’t stand perfectly still and quiet, but when
someone saw car lights they

Nativity scenes, whether live or miniature, bring with them a
lot of cherished Christmas memories for many people.
would say, “car from afar” so for special treats.
I’m grateful for the lessons
we could straighten up and get
back in character. Many cars those dear ones taught us and
would speed right on by, but how they encouraged us to share
some would slow down and a the love of Jesus with others.
few would even park and walk Not only were they teaching us,
but they were showing us, too.
out to us.
As the big day draws closIt was a fun time to be with
our friends, except for one thing. er and schedules become more
Apparently, no one had thought frantic, let’s take a moment to
about how cold it might be in the remember the Nativity scene
weeks leading up to Christmas. from 2,000 years ago. Happy
When the weekend arrived, the birthday, Jesus, you are the reatemperature always took a de- son for this most wonderful time
cided dip into teeth-chattering of year.
Author’s note: A special
territory.
Fortunately, the parents who thanks to my classmates, Marhad to drive their children, along garet McCallon and Randy Mcwith several of the elders of the Callon, for reminiscing with me
church, provided a warming sta- to recall the details of our live
tion in the fellowship hall. The Nativity, those many years ago.
Bobbie Smith Bryant is a nalaughter and discussion during
those breaks indicated they had tive of Calloway County. She
as much fun as those who were is currently working on a commanning the manger scene out memorative history to celebrate
front. There were warm cups the 2022 Calloway County Biof hot chocolate for what felt centennial. For more informalike frostbit hands, along with tion about the author, visit bobsnacks and a few baked goodies biesmithbryant.com. n

n Weather

vere thunderstorms are possible;
Level 2 (slight) meaning scattered
severe storms are possible; Level
4 (moderate) meaning widespread
severe storms are likely; and Level
5 (high) meaning widespread severe storms are expected.
Holland said the current weather outlook is unusual because
while Calloway County’s chance
of precipitation for Friday night
was 90% as of Thursday afternoon, it’s possible there will be no
severe weather. This is in contrast
to Sunday night, when he said severe weather was nearly guaranteed, though that didn’t necessarily mean there would be a tornado
like the one that swept through a
10-mile stretch of southern Calloway County. Holland said a Level
3 threat might be issued four or
five times a year, but it is very rare
for December. A Level 4 might be
issued once or twice a year, while
Level 5 only comes about every
three or four years, he said.
“People need to be prepared for
the worst because the potential is
there (for severe storms tonight),
but potential doesn’t always mean
reality,” Holland said. “So just
because the potential is there, it
doesn’t mean we will have a tornado. People need to understand
the potential is big, but there’s also
a strong possibility we don’t see
anything at all.”
The reason for the uncertainty
has to do with a “cap,” or “lid”
in the atmosphere. The NOAA’s
weather glossary defines a cap
as a “layer of relatively warm air
aloft, usually several thousand feet
above the ground, which suppresses or delays the development of
thunderstorms. Air parcels rising

into this layer become cooler than
the surrounding air, which inhibits their ability to rise further and
produce thunderstorms. As such,
the cap often prevents or delays
thunderstorm development even in
the presence of extreme instability.
However, if the cap is removed or
weakened, then explosive thunderstorm development can occur.”
“I like to explain that it’s like
a lid on a pot,” Holland said. “If
the lid is on the pot, you cannot get
thunderstorms to develop. But as
soon as that lid comes off, you get
a rapid explosion of thunderstorms
to develop. All of the forecast
models (as of Thursday afternoon)
are saying that this lid, or this cap,
will hold well into the night. The
question is, will it come off? Some
models say it will and some models are saying that it will not. So
we have the possibility of getting
some severe weather, but we’re
not guaranteed to see it like we
were Sunday night.”
Holland said that even though
severe storms are not guaranteed,
the conditions will be ripe for such
an event. He said a low pressure is
tracking northwest of Murray, the
center of the low pressure system
will be moving from mid-Missouri up through northern Illinois and
Murray will be south of a warm
front and east of a cold front. The
high temperature on Friday will
be above 70 degrees and the dew
point will be much higher than
usual for this time of year, Holland
added.
“We will have a very high dew
point, which is the amount of
moisture that’s in the air,” Holland
said. “We’ll have a dew point in
the mid-to-upper-60s, and for that

From front
five risk categories, with Level 1
(marginal) meaning isolated se-
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The live Nativity
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to occur at this time of year about
two weeks before Christmas is almost unheard-of. Those are average dew points we typically see in
July and August. That shows how
sticky and muggy the air is, so Friday afternoon, the air is going to
feel almost tropical outside. And
with the approaching cold front to
the west, if the clouds break Friday afternoon, it will add some instability to the air because the sun
would pop out and make temperatures rise even more. That would
help to break that cap Friday night.
If it stays cloudy and gray all day
and we don’t see much sunshine,
that will leave the cap on the atmosphere a lot longer.
“If the cap does break, the severe level of the storms could be a
lot worse than what it was Sunday
night. That means we could have
more tornadoes across the Tennessee Valley and those tornadoes
could be a lot stronger than what
we had earlier this week. On Sunday night, we had EF-0 and EF-1
tornadoes across Kentucky and
Tennessee, but we very well could
have some EF-2’s or EF-3’s, possibly even an isolated EF-4 if the
cap does break.”
Holland said everyone should
have a plan before they go to bed
tonight and do not need to wait to
see if a tornado warning is issued.
He advised paying close attention
to your NOAA weather radio if
you have one and also paying attention to TV and radio weather
updates. He said it would also be
wise to tie down any loose outdoor
Christmas decorations and secure
any deck or lawn furniture you
might have. n

