2A • Friday-Sunday, March 5-7, 2021

Murray Ledger & Times

From the Corner
of 1001 Whitnell

LOOKING BACK
Ten years ago
Pictured is Murray High seniors
Sian House and Amanda Winchester
celebrating Murray High’s semifinal
win over Ballard Memorial.
Isaiah Canaan is shown watching
the final seconds of Murray State’s
loss to Tennessee Tech in the OVC
semifinals in Nashville, Tennessee.
Officer Evan Timmons is pictured
holding back the Murray Police
Department K-9 unit, Tiko, from
officer Darren McCuiston during a
demonstration for the Citizens Police Academy.
Hickory Woods Retirement Center held a breakfast honoring their
men. Chief of Police Jeff Liles,
was the special guest. Pictured are
Thomas Auer, Kenneth Owen, Liles, Annita Peeler and Eugene Waggoner.
Calloway County players are
shown celebrating on the floor of
the CFSB Center after their 42-27
First Region championship victory
over crosstown rival Murray.
Twenty years ago
A possible collaborative effort between the Murray-Calloway County
Hospital and the YMCA may soon
be in the works.
Calloway County Judge Executive
Larry Elkins opened only two bids
to find a new owner for the Miller
Courthouse Annex, formerly the
Murray Post Office. One was from
First Baptist Church for $125,000
and the other from Doug Turner of
Dexter for $16,396.
Marilyn Weatherford, a 26-year
cafeteria veteran of the city school
system, is pictured putting the final
touches to a pan of green eggs prior
to breakfast at Murray Elementary.
The meal was prepared in honor of
Dr. Seuss and his children’s books.
Calloway County Fire-Rescue
personnel, aided by the Hazel Fire
Department, are pictured fighting a
fire on KY 783 west of Hazel. The

fire stretched for almost two miles
along the road and threatened a tobacco barn.
Thirty years ago
The members of the Murray-Calloway County Hospital Board were
presented a recommended hospital
master plan for expansion.
Doris Rowland and Irma LaFollette are pictured with Mary Ray
Oaken at a reception in her honor.
She spoke at the Murray Rotary
Club meeting endorsing a “Code
of Ethics” for Kentucky politicians
and limits to campaign fundraising.
Thirteen members of the Medical Explorers Post 803, sponsored
by the Murray-Calloway County
Hospital, attended an area Explorer’s conference and a weekend in
Gatlinburg, Tennessee. Pictured are
Kathy Hodge, advisor, Laura Hamlet, Kyle Evans, Melissa Smith,
Holly Miller, Becky Prescott, Dana
Fristoe, Aaron White, Valerie Barrett, Eric Frantz, Todd Barnes, Kelly
Krouse, Danny Koch, Laura Davis
and John Faughn.
Forty years ago
Gail Broach Cornelison was
named as social services director at
the Murray-Calloway County Hospital.
Rochea Perry was crowned Black
History Queen at Murray High
School. Her attendants were Kim
Walls, Sherita Greer and Lisa Johnson.
Fifty years ago
Jan Brower, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Paul Brower, was crowned
Calloway County High School
Homecoming Queen. Her attendants were Jill Craig, Carla Elkins,
Debbie Johnson, Donna Williams
and Cathy Lovett.
Sixty years ago
Eight inches of rain fell on Murray and Calloway County. Damage
to roads and property will run into
thousands of dollars.

Right on schedule
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Whether they are referred to as daffodils or jonquils or the
term “March flowers,” these flowers with yellow petals always
seem to bloom about the time March arrives. These were
found Thursday on Main Street in Murray in the yard of a
home across from Murray Middle School.

Hometown
Ramblings

By Mike Davis

I

Facebook image

This image that was displayed on Lencki Construction’s Facebook page was taken on the morning of Feb. 22 and shows
someone carrying what appears to be construction equipment
at a snow-covered project site along Robert O. Miller Drive on
Murray’s north side. A Dexter man was arrested Wednesday
in connection with not only the theft that occurred at the Lencki
site but another one that occurred a little later at David Taylor
Chrysler.

n Suspect
From front
22. The construction site was the
first site hit and that resulted in
$4,500 in equipment being taken. David Taylor was then visited and that resulted in the taking
of a 2021 black Fiat convertible.
A few days later, the large
box truck suspected of being
the vehicle that security cameras recorded being present at
both locations at the time of the
burglaries was located in nearby
Grand Rivers. Inside the truck
was the equipment that had been
taken from the construction site.
Lencki Construction co-owner Blake Lencki told The Ledger
& Timed the day the truck was
found that, as happy as he was
for his company’s materials to
be recovered, the excitement
was tempered because Taylor’s
Fiat was not found when deputies with the Livingston County
Sheriff’s Office arrived to search
the truck. Taylor told the Ledger
& Times Thursday that Madisonville officers did find the
Fiat, but it had sustained damage. Taylor chose not to talk any
further about the case.
Both Taylor and Lencki had
said that numerous tips created
from posting the theft reports on
the social media site Facebook
seemed to be helpful in the case.
Lencki, in fact, said it was a
Facebook tip that directly led to
the location of the truck in Grand
Rivers and the subsequent call to
Livingston deputies.
Wiggins also acknowledged
social media’s power in this case
on Thursday.
“We asked for the public’s
help on this on our own Facebook page and we received
many, many tips because of that,
and they were good tips that really helped us,” Wiggins said,
adding that this is a prime example of the community policing
philosophy that Chief of Police

Jeff Liles has been pushing very
hard the past several years, an
attempt to build relationships to
the point that citizens feel comfortable in coming to the police
when they know something serious is happening.
“They were not afraid to
come to us and that is definitely
very satisfying to know, especially for something that was so
public. We’re pretty happy right
now. These were pretty public,
high-dollar thefts.”
Wiggins said that, shortly after their thefts were reported, it
was learned that the truck that
was eventually recovered in
Grand Rivers was stolen in Russellville, which is near Bowling Green. So, with at least two
communities involved with this
suspected ring, he said numerous other law enforcement agencies became involved in what
became a wide-ranging investigation.
Wiggins said that, along with
MPD and Livingston SO, other
agencies that were part of the
investigation were the Calloway County Sheriff’s Office,
Kentucky State Police, Marshall
County Sheriff’s Office, Benton
Police Department and the Madisonville PD. He said it is not
known if any other thefts have
occurred in those communities
or how many others are suspected of being part of the ring.
Jarvis is charged with two
counts of receiving stolen property under $10,000. It is not
known when he will return to
Calloway County to face those
charges.
Individuals facing charges
are presumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law.
Wiggins added that if anyone
has any information on this or
any other crimes and would like
to leave an anonymous tip, that
can be accomplished by contacting the Murray Calloway County Crime Stoppers at 270-7539500. n
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n a passing conversation
in the office this week
about the recent flooding,
someone said that water is a destroying force. I replied, it did
cut the Grand Canyon.
I remember when I was
in class as a child, one of my
teachers saying that one of his
professors had asked about the
most destroying force on earth.
He responded, “water.”
His professor corrected him,
“moving water.”
According to most weather apps, six inches of moving
water is enough to float a passenger car and a foot of moving
water can sweep away an SUV.
It still amazes me to watch first
responders have to rescue someone who ‘thought they could
make it’ through flood waters.
The recent Kentucky flooding made national news for
several days and prompted a
visit to Murray from Gov. Andy
Beshear on Tuesday. Judge
Executive Kenny Imes had declared the county flooding a disaster and we should get funding to help rebuild.
Flooding is one of those
things that most people don’t regard as a big deal unless you live
in a floodplain. Then, the game
changes. When a weather alert
comes across a smart phone for
‘Flash Flooding’ it doesn’t carry the same weight for some as
saying, ‘Tornado Warning.’
Some of the employees have
told me that flooding north of
Murray State along Hwy. 121
isn’t new, but that the severity
of flooding seems to be worse.
I read reports that there were
over 5 inches of rain that fell
over the weekend. Coupled with
the new construction of the 121
four-lane, I’m curious if the run
off has been properly accounted
for when the road was designed.
It’s difficult to accurately predict all natural disasters and
how projects will be affected.

However, fixing a problem once
a situation like we had last week
happens is important.
Steps may have to be taken
to prevent the businesses along
that corridor not to be faced with
constant flooding every spring.
When I was nine years old, a
severe rain storm swept through
eastern Kentucky and parts of
Virginia where we lived. Four
inches of rain fell in a matter
of hours and the water, with no
where to go, destroyed that area
of Kentucky and Virginia.
The catastrophe forced the
Army Corps of Engineers to
manufacture a plan that included a cut through in Pikeville and
part of Hwy. 460 in Virginia. It
also included a moveable wall
in Pikeville and Williamson
that maintenance workers could
close in the event of another
flood like they had in 1974.
The entire area along Hwy
121 is a bowl with nowhere for
the water to go. I challenge the
city to develop a plan and try to
get some of the funding being
passed around in Congress like
suckers at a drive through at a
bank. Especially before foreign
entities swallow it all. If we can
pay for a subway in Silicon Valley, hand the Iranians millions
of dollars and join the WHO
to the tune of a half billion in
costs, funding for projects in our
county is peanuts.
After all, flooding in the
county adversely affects hard
working Americans who are trying to earn a respectful living.
The 121 project, while helpful in the end, has been costly
for those businesses along that
highway.
During the four-lane construction, they were cut off
from traffic flow forcing some
to close their doors. In a time
when it’s important to support
local businesses wherever possible, there has to be a solution.
Because one thing is for sure.
It will flood again.
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These two large culverts were no match for the waters of the
West Fork Clarks River Sunday when the river became strong
enough and high enough to wash out a section of Crouch
Road near Coldwater. The culverts came to rest about 100
yards from where they had originally been installed. This is
where the culverts remained on Tuesday.
Editor’s Note: Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the
editorial opinion of the Murray Ledger & Times.

Time for Basketball

By Bobbie Smith Bryant
Contributing Columnist
irksey was a happening place when I was
a child. My brother
and I attended Kirksey Elementary School and our church was
right next door. Our granddaddy,
Hal Smith, ran one of the three
country stores within walking
distance of both facilities.
Our family, like many in rural western Kentucky, was interested in and involved with
numerous activities going on all
around us. Some of my fondest
memories revolve around special events at school and church.
There were always fun things
to do with our friends and most
of the time, our parents had as
much fun as we did.
I was reminded recently of
how special those days were
when our neighbor, David Emerson, showed me a couple of
pictures from his days of playing
basketball for the Kirksey Eagles in 1968. Before the county
schools consolidated, the games
were played against the other
rural schools of Almo, Dexter,
Faxon, Lynn Grove, New Concord and Hazel. Basketball was
a big deal and the gym would

K

be packed with students, parents and grandparents as we all
cheered on our home team.
The players were often mentioned in the Murray Ledger &
Times, touting their prowess at
play. Even though it was elementary school, David’s winning team was mentioned as
follows:
Kirksey came out on top in
elementary basketball action
Friday night. The final score
was Kirksey 32, Faxon 21. Darnell was high man for Kirksey
with 14 points followed by Emerson with 6 and Lords, Carson
and Parris with 4 points each.
High men for Faxon was Ferguson with 10. Others scoring for
Faxon were Duncan 4, Denim 3,
Morris 2 and Coney 1.
David’s picture and his pride
in playing on the team reminded me of my granddaddy Hal’s
days as the captain of the Kirksey Eagles in 1931.
Growing up, I often marveled at how that tall, skinny
kid with knobby knees in the
middle of the picture could actually be the same person as the
rotund teddy-bear of a man that
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The 1931 Kirksey Eagles, front row, from left, were Macon McCuiston, Tom Adams, Hal Smith, Ray Stark, Frank Patterson.
Back, from left, were Coach Harry Potts, Lurwin Cain, Ben Harrell, Bill Venable and Harry Guier.
I adored. The one who was always chomping on a fat cigar as
he held court at Smith’s Grocery.
A man of few words, Hal
never bragged about his proficiency on the court, but I knew

he kept up with local, regional
and state basketball games. I’ll
never forget learning that he and
his team were pretty darn good,
winning the county championship in 1931. In fact, the Kirksey

Eagles basketball team had quite
a history of placing well in his
era.
The 1935 and ’36 teams went
to the state tournament for the
playoffs. In both instances, they

were defeated in the first round
by the eventual state champions.
Not bad for a bunch of rural kids
from the Jackson Purchase.
➤ See TIME on Page 5A
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Anthony Lynn Duncan
Anthony Lynn Duncan, 45,
of Murray, Kentucky, died Monday, March 1, 2021, at
his home surrounded by
his family.
He was born Oct. 22,
1975, in Murray, to Carolyn Duncan Crass.
He was a 1995 graduate of Calloway County
High School. He loved
being around his family and spent lots of time
with his brothers. He was an
avid fisherman and also loved
watching the Kentucky Wildcats. If he wasn’t riding his bike
around Murray, which was one
of his favorite things to do, you
could find him watching his
favorite game show, Wheel of
Fortune, or listening to country
music. He was loved by so many
and will forever be missed.
Anthony is survived by his
loving mother, Carolyn Duncan
Crass of Murray; four brothers,
Jimmy Duncan (Josephine) of
Murray, Michael Crass (Stephanie) of Wickliffe, Jeff Crass
(Nikki) of Hazel and Jesse Crass
of Murray; seven nephews, Joseph Duncan and Jordan Crass,

both of Murray, Austin and
Blake Crass of Hazel, Drake and
Chance Johnson of Hazel, Gunner Titsworth of
Wickliffe; five nieces,
Morgan Crass (Lake)
and
Jacey
Guidry
(Dustin) of Murray, Savannah Crass and Katy
Johnson of Hazel and
Landree Crass of Wickliffe; one great-niece,
Maylee Henson; and
two great-nephews, River Henson and Waylon Guidry, both of
Murray.
The funeral service was at 2
p.m. Thursday, March 4, 2021
at Imes Funeral Home & Crematory with Jim Harris officiating. Burial followed in Murray
City Cemetery. Pallbearers were
Joseph Duncan, Austin Crass,
Blake Crass, Drake Johnson,
Chance Johnson and Danny
Duncan. Visitation was from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday, March
4, 2021, at the funeral home.
Online condolences may be
left at www.imesfh.com.
Imes Funeral Home & Crematory was in charge of arrangements.

Jennifer Lee Mathis
Jennifer Lee Mathis, 57, of
Murray, Kentucky, died Thursday, Feb. 25, 2021, at the
Ascension Sacred Heart
Bay Hospital in Panama
City, Florida.
She was born July 26,
1963, in Murray.
She was a homemaker and a follower of Jesus
Christ.
She was preceded
in death by her father,
Charles Edward Tucker.
Ms. Mathis is survived by her
mother, Patricia “Ann” Charlton
Tucker of Murray; one daughter,
Heather Lee Hathcock and husband Kenneth of Murray; one
son, Gary Lynn Mathis of Murray; three sisters, Gail Henson
of Benton, Cindy Lawson and
husband Kevin and Julie Morgan and husband John David, all
of Murray; and two grandchil-

dren, Abigail Lee Hathcock and
Sydnee Brooke Hathcock, both
of Murray.
A graveside service
will be at 2 p.m. Saturday, March 6, 2021, at
the Mt. Carmel Cemetery in Kirksey. Visitation will be from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday, March 6, 2021, at
the J.H. Churchill Funeral Home & Cremation Services.
Expressions of sympathy
may be made to the Anna Mae
Owen Residential Hospice
House, 803 Poplar St., Murray,
KY 42071.
Online condolences may be
left at www.thejhchurchillfuneralhome.com.
The J.H. Churchill Funeral
Home & Cremation Services is
in charge of arrangements.

Freida Pendergrass
Freida Pendergrass, 93, of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, formerly
of Calloway County, Kentucky, died Thursday, March 4, 2021, at
Stones River Manor in Murfreesboro.
Arrangements are incomplete at Blalock-Coleman & York Funeral Home.

Putting unused lights to good use

FUNERAL NOTICE
The J.H. Churchill Funeral Home
& Cremation Services
Jennifer Lee Mathis
A graveside service is at 2 p.m. Saturday, March 6, 2021, at
Mt. Carmel Cemetery in Kirksey.

n COVID-19
From front

week after those number had
sank as low as 22. Additional
details about the patients will
not be released to protect their
privacy, the health department said.
Since
Murray-Calloway
County Hospital performs the
majority of COVID-19 testing in the Murray-Calloway
County community, the health
department said that it will
periodically report MCCH’s
latest calculated positivity
rate. MCCH’s latest calculated positivity rate reported is
3.74% as of Feb. 25.
However, the Kentucky
Department of Public Health’s
case incidence map has
shown Calloway’s number of
cases per 100,000 population
creeping back up a bit after
dropping as low as 3.2 last
week. The latest incidence
map shows Calloway at 9.2,
which is still in the yellow
zone for community spread,
as opposed to the orange and
even red shadings that specify
counties classified as accelerated and critical, respectively.
Calloway spent many of
the past several months in the
red zone that represents counties with a case incidence of
25 or higher.
Regional Vaccination Site
update
The Calloway County
Health Department’s next Regional Vaccination Site will

be Wednesday at Murray State
University’s CFSB Center.
“We will be scheduling
appointments for the Regional Vaccination Site directly
from our Calloway County
Health Department’s sign-up
list of individuals in our over
70 community and others in
Phase 1B and 1C, per the state
vaccination guidelines,” the
health department said Thursday. “Please note that you
must have a previously confirmed, scheduled appointment in order to be vaccinated
at the Regional Vaccination
Site. These appointments will
be made via a telephone call.
“There will be future Regional Vaccination Site dates
and appointments scheduled
soon. Therefore, please continue to sign up for the vaccine via the Calloway County
Health Department’s website:
www.callowayhealth.org.”
Patients are asked to continue monitoring the Calloway
County Health Department
website and the Murray State
University website (https://
www.murraystate.edu/vaccine/) for any additional updates and news.
Disclaimer: Due to the
Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act of 1996
(HIPAA), the Murray Ledger &
Times can only report information submitted by the Calloway
County Health Department,
which does not include names,
age, gender or any other personal information. n
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Don and Linda Cherry found a set of unused sparkling Christmas lights last year in the garage of their Murray home just after
the COVID-19 outbreak began in Murray and Calloway County. Almost every night since then, they have honored patients who
have battled the coronavirus through a green display, a color Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear encouraged Kentuckians to use to
memorialize those who have died from the virus and the families left behind. So far, 48 Calloway patients have died.
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The 1968 Kirksey Eagles were, front row, from left, Daniel Feagin, David Emerson, Barry Rose, Danny Darnell, Tommy Vance,
and Myron Smith. Back, from left, were Coach Jerry Wallace, Kerry Baker, Phillip Darnell, Donnie Beamon, Andy Armstrong,
Randy Tucker and Jerry Don Tucker.
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Incidentally, the 1935 team included, Howard Bazzell, Ned Washer, Dick Adams, Macon McCuiston,
Lloyd Cunningham, Novice Copeland, Boyce Dixon and Clovis Bazzell. Their coach was a former player from the 1927 team, Bearl Darnell.
They were beaten by Danville 33-19
in the first round.
The 1936 team was made up of
the same players (Bazzell, McCuis-

ton, Washer, Copeland, Dixon, and
Billington) with the addition of a few
others with the last names of Pierce,
Wilson, Rogers, and Brewer. One of
their younger players who went along
on the trip was Doris Ezell. They had
won the district tournament with a
29-0 record but were overcome at the
Sweet 16 by Corbin, losing 27 to 24.
I’m guessing there were several
fund raisers held in the community
to help the young men pay for their
trip to Lexington. I can only imagine
the pride of everyone in the Kirksey
community as they rooted for our
team.

Leading up to the 1936 state tournament, the International Relations
Club of Murray College brought two
of the outstanding high school basketball teams of Western Kentucky
to Murray for a match in the College
Auditorium. The Brewers Redmen
and the Kirksey Eagles played in a
benefit game.
I couldn’t find the results of that
match but regardless of who won,
I’m sure it was a fast-paced game
with both sides cheering like crazy. As these games were held in the
midst of the Great Depression, basketball was surely a welcomed form

of entertainment, a great distraction
for local folks.
More than 80 years later, as we
find ourselves in the midst of a pandemic, basketball will once again be
a great distraction for local folks. The
2021 Boys Sweet Sixteen State Tournament is scheduled for March 31
through April 3 and the girls games
are scheduled for April 7 through the
10th. Just like Kirksey back in the
day, teams across Kentucky are gearing up for fierce competition.
It’s a Kentucky tradition with
deep roots and a lot of pride. n
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