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Ten years ago
The Calloway County Board of Edu-

cation unanimously voted to approve 
the hiring of Kenneth Bargo as the next 
superintendent of the Calloway County 
School District.

The Murray-Calloway County Hospi-
tal officials welcomed the Taylor family 
and members of the public for the ded-
ication of the Della Taylor Memorial 
Healipad.

The Rotary Club of Murray was one 
of eight clubs in Kentucky District 6710 
selected to host the 1010 Group Study 
Exchange Team from England.

Kirksey Woodmen of the World Lodge 
170 honored Carolyn Paschall Lewis 
with the “Caring for Others Award.” She 
volunteers hours each week for Hos-
pice, Spring Creek Healthcare and Need 
Line and also helps with needy families 
in her neighborhood. 

Gear Up Cycles, owned by Matt and 
Brittney Falwell, recently held a ribbon 
cutting at the North 16th Street location.

Twenty years ago
Pictured is Amanda Dickmann as she 

applies a final coat to Joann Edmonds’ 
nails after giving her a manicure as part 
of a Senior Fair hosted by Glendale 
Place. The fair included health screen-
ings, senior living information and door 
prizes.

Murray sprinter Brandon Wicks is one 
of many Tiger athletes who will attempt 
to qualify for the KHSAA state meet at 
the Region 1A championships at Mar-
shall County.

The MC United Revolution U12 girls 
soccer team competed in the 2010 Ken-
tucky Lake Invitational at Calvert City 
and were the champions. Pictured are 
Brittany Robertson, Taylor English, 
Karson Johnson, Elizabeth Armstrong, 
Skylar Cox, Maddie Balmer, Jordyn 
Rowland, Nikki Fehrenbacher, Mere-
dith Purdom, Lily Ramey, Emma Gal-
limore, Lauren Eastwood and Hannah 
Futrell.

A retirement was held for outgoing 

Calloway County Superintendent Steve 
Hoskins at the board office. Hoskins is 
retiring after six years as the superinten-
dent and is pictured with Barbara Lee, 
financial secretary at the high school.

Thirty years ago
Eight carpentry and electrical students 

from the Murray-Calloway County 
Vocational Center were recognized for 
their volunteer work for Habitat for 
Humanity at an appreciation dinner at 
First United Methodist Church. Pic-
tured are Lannie Mize, Tommy Morgan, 
Tony Sledd, carpentry instructor Den-
nis Harper, Gene Lee, Herbie Tabers, 
Rodney Murphy, industrial processes 
instructor Steve Arant, Eric Rogers, 
Shaun Hicks and Lonnie Brittain.

Students from Calloway Middle 
School are being shown the basics of 
rocketry by NASA specialist Bob Smith. 
The students have completed a unit on 
aeronautics in Rebecca Frizzell’s gifted 
language arts class. Pictured are Chad 
Ward, Melody Parker, Annie Forrester 
and Bob Smith.

Forty years ago
Alison Wallace, Mary Lindsey, Janna 

Bell, Lee Bryan, Dean Hainsworth, Ju-
lie Sams, Susan Crass, Julie Billington, 
Carroll Edwards, Lynne Beatty, Mary 
Ann Roberts, Kathy Outland, Judy Out-
land, Jennie Smith, Mary Morris, Nancy 
Kiesow, Teresa Dick, Sharon Whaley, 
Carol Sears, Nicky Swift, Brent Boston 
and Doug Moore are seniors at Murray 
High School named to the National 
Honor Society.

Fifty years ago
Elected as officers of the Kappa De-

partment of the Murray Woman’s Club 
were Mrs. Jean Hurt, Mrs. Ted Brad-
shaw, Mrs. Glen Grogan and Mrs. E.D. 
Roberts.

Sixty years ago
Jack Kennedy of Murray has been 

named a head of the Revenue Office for 
First District of Kentucky with the of-
fice in Paducah.
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The sight of a tractor 
making its slow and 
deliberate way through 

a freshly plowed field of tobac-
co here in western Kentucky is 
somewhat rare nowadays. Our 
times, they are a’ changin’. 

This past fall, I ran across ex-
cerpts from a 19th century farm-
er’s diary that resonated with me 
as I research my farming her-
itage in the Black Patch of the 
Jackson Purchase.

November 28, 1879
Terribly hot again today with 

no rain in sight. All hands are 
well.

August 14, 1887
Reverend Brown died yester-

day. His passing is such a bless-
ing as he’s been laid up since 
summer. Otherwise, all hands 
are well.

March 5, 1893
The ground is still wet so I 

went to town today. Martha is 
busy planning her garden. Sun 
is out and all hands are well.

“All hands are well.” These 
are familiar words that bring 
forth warm memories of my 
childhood.

While tobacco farming may 
be evolving into hemp farming, 
many of the old customs remain 
the same.

Producing a tobacco crop 
has always been dictated by the 
seasons. A typical crop can take 
more than 300 hours of labor per 
acre. That labor includes many 
steps and a lot of hands to set, 
hoe, cultivate, cut, house, fire, 
strip and finally take it to mar-
ket. As some of the old folks 
were known to say, “tobacco is 
13-month-a-year job,” because 
in the past, you would be start-
ing a new crop before you were 
finished with last year’s crop.

Every single aspect of a to-

bacco crop requires hands-on 
labor. While modern techniques 
have lessened some of the more 
laborious tasks such as worm-
ing and hoeing, tobacco still 
requires many hands touching 
each and every plant multiple 
times.  

When I was growing up on 
our family farm, my jobs includ-
ed helping to pull plants, riding 
the setter, and hoeing. Thank 
goodness, the more physically 
demanding tasks of spiking, cut-
ting, and housing were generally 
left to the boys and men, though 
I did straddle the beams up high 
in the barn one year, much to the 
dismay of my mother. 

Back then, being “a good 
hand” was a coveted title. The 
term was used for boys and 
girls, men and women, no matter 
the age or skin color. We were 
taught and encouraged by our 
parents and elders as we labored 

alongside them in every aspect 
of producing a crop. 

If there can be a favorite part 
to growing tobacco, I’d say mine 
was the stripping. Now, let me 
be clear, it’s not the work that 
was favored, but the fellowship 
that went along with it. Stripping 
crews were usually a different 
crew than the rest of the labor 
force.  In my limited experience, 
older workers did the stripping 
and younger people did the split-
ting, hanging, housing and firing 
under the watchful eye of more 
practiced hands. 

My grandparents were very 
involved in our family’s farm-
ing operation and I remember 
them being in the stripping barn 
when I’d get home from school. 
Typically, they and a few of our 
elderly neighbors would be lined 
up on a variety of stools, chairs, 
buckets, and the like, pulling 
leaves from each stalk, grading 
them as they went. They were 
rhythmic and sure, tying a sin-
gle, folded leaf around the stems 
of a handful of dark leaves to 
create a “hand of tobacco.”

While this constant motion 
of stripping and tying ebbed and 
flowed, the conversation rare-
ly stalled. They told tall tales, 
shared recipes, and an occa-
sional joke, intermingled with 
local news of the day and rec-
ollections about our neighbors, 
friends and family from years 
gone by. I was happy to be in 

their midst, watching, listening, 
and doing, hoping someday I’d 
make a good hand. 

I’m sure my recollections 
have clouded over time. Yet, my 
memories of the stripping barn 
are not so much of how diffi-
cult and tiring the work was, but 
more of a warm remembrance of 
how I learned to work, to enjoy 
the work no matter how dirty 
and grueling, and to appreciate 
the work of others.  

The lessons I learned on the 
farm have stayed with me. I’m 
grateful for those elders who 
took the time to show me what 
to do, correct me when I fum-
bled, and encouraged me to keep 
trying. All these years later as I 
endeavor to write about my fam-
ily’s heritage and the ways of 
our people, it is with joy that I’m 
able to say, all hands are well. 

Bobbie Bryant lives in Lou-
isville and serves as a Commu-
nity Development Advisor for 
the Kentucky League of Cities. 
She is passionate about west-
ern Kentucky and is a freelance 
writer with four publications: 
“Farming in the Black Patch,” 
“A Beautiful Star: the Life of 
Lois Etoile Brewer,” “Passions 
of the Black Patch: Cooking and 
Quilting in Western Kentucky” 
and “Forty Acres and a Red 
Belly Ford: The Smith Family of 
Calloway County.” For more in-
formation about the author, visit 
bobbiesmithbryant.com/ n

‘All hands are well’

Hometown
Ramblings

By Bobbie Smith Bryant
Contributing Columnist

Photo provided
Bobbie Smith Bryant’s father, Billy Smith, is pictured in his famous Red Belly Ford tractor, which 
gave Bryant’s book, “Forty Acres and a Red Belly Ford: The Smith Family of Calloway County,” 
its title.

Editor’s Note: Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the editorial opinion of the Murray Ledger & Times.

Adams: 100K Ky. voters successfully 
apply online for absentee ballot

Special to the Ledger
FRANKFORT – Secretary of 

State Michael G. Adams announced 
that, as of 12:30 EST Tuesday, 
100,000 registered Kentucky voters 
have taken advantage of govoteky.
com to request their absentee ballots 
for the June 23 election.

“Voting absentee is easy, secure, 
and wildly popular,” Adams said. 
“I’m grateful to the Kentuckians 
who understand that we have fewer 
voting locations available and few-
er poll workers available because 
of COVID-19 – not only are these 
Kentuckians being good citizens by 
voting, but by voting absentee they’re 
being good citizens in relieving the 
pressure on our voting locations and 
our poll workers.”

Upon introducing the absentee 
ballot request portal on Friday eve-

ning, Adams noted that:
• it requires a voter to verify iden-

tity with date of birth and social secu-
rity number

• ballot envelopes have bar codes 
for tracking

• election officials will verify that 
each voter signature on an absentee 
ballot envelope matches the voter’s 
signature of record

Absentee ballots may also be ob-
tained from a voter’s county clerk, 
in-person or by phone, fax or email. 
Absentee ballots are treated as se-
curely and secretly as any other bal-
lot, and can be either delivered by a 
voter personally to the county clerk’s 
office, or mailed back with no postage 
due.

The deadline to request an absen-
tee ballot for the June 23 election is 
Monday, June 15. n


