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Advent is a season of waiting, of watching, of wondering. It’s a time when we prepare our hearts
for the arrival of Christ. Not just as a baby in a manger, but as the Savior who enters into our
brokenness and rewrites our stories.

I know this intimately.

Several years ago, in the span of a single year, my life unraveled in three devastating ways: a
career crisis that shattered my professional identity, a car wreck that could have taken my life,
and a cancer diagnosis that shook me to my core. Each event crushed a part of me, stripping
away what I thought defined me. I was in my early 50s, too young to retire, too exhausted to
reinvent myself, and too proud to admit how lost I felt.

But in the midst of that darkness, God flipped my script – he began to write a new story.

One morning, while reading Luke 22, I came across Jesus’ words to Simon Peter:

“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you,
Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”

That passage stopped me cold. I realized I was being sifted like wheat: my pride, my ambition,
my need to be seen as “the greatest” were being tossed in the air, shaken loose, and refined.
Incredibly, Jesus was praying for me. Who knew he did that?

He hadn’t abandoned me after all. He was preparing me!

That sifting season revealed a truth I had been unaware of: I had been chasing status, not
purpose. I had been climbing ladders God never asked me to climb. And when those ladders
began to fall, I had to ask, “Is this all there is? Or does God have something more for me?”

He did.

God took my love for history and turned it into a ministry of storytelling. He led me to write about
my family, my community, and, eventually, His family. This Advent, I invite you to reflect on your
own story. Each of us carries private burdens. What parts of your life feel broken, unfinished, or
ordinary? What dreams have been delayed or derailed? What disappointments have left you
wondering if God still sees you?

He does.

And he wants nothing more than to turn your disillusions and hurts into life beyond your wildest
imagination. When it seems there is no way, God finds a way. In fact, the Old Testament prophet
Isaiah wrote about this:

16This is what the Lord says—he who made a way through the sea, a path through the
mighty waters, 17 who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together,
and they lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:

18 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 19 See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in
the wasteland. Isaiah 43:16-19

And he’s still in the business of flipping scripts.

Advent reminds us that God chose a humble stable over a palace, a virgin girl over a queen, a
carpenter over a king. He delights in using the unexpected to fulfill His purpose. So if you feel
small, unseen, or unqualified—take heart. You’re exactly the kind of person God loves to use.

Each week during Advent, I’ll send you a devotion about some of the characters we meet in the
Nativity. Let’s journey together this season, using Biblical examples to learn how to watch for the
ways God is rewriting our stories. Because when we place our lives in His hands, the ordinary
becomes extraordinary.

Just when we thought the story was over, God writes a new path. It is the beginning of a journey
no one could have imagined.

###
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 Study Questions

When have you felt “sifted like wheat” in your own life, and what did that season reveal
about you?

How has God surprised you by rewriting parts of your story you thought were finished?

In Luke 22, Jesus prays for Simon Peter’s faith not to fail. How does it change your
perspective to know that Jesus prays for you?

Isaiah 43 speaks of God “doing a new thing.” What “new thing” might God be springing up
in your life right now?

Thoughts for Reflection

What does waiting look like for you this season? Are you waiting with hope, with fear, or
with distraction?

How can you prepare your heart not just for Christmas Day, but for Christ’s ongoing
presence in your daily life?

What small, unseen acts of faithfulness could become part of your Advent practice this
year?

Prayer

Gracious God,

In this season of waiting, we pause to remember that you are the author of our stories. When life
feels sifted and broken, you are the one who prays for us, strengthens us, and makes a way in
the wilderness. Thank you for turning our disappointments into new beginnings, for transforming
the ordinary into the extraordinary, and for reminding us that no season of darkness is wasted in
your hands.

As we journey through Advent, open our eyes to see the “new thing” you are doing. Teach us to
wait with hope, to watch with expectation, and to wonder at the mystery of your love. May our
lives reflect your light, and may we be ready to welcome Christ, not only into the manger, but into
every corner of our hearts.  

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has
gone, the new is here!"  2 Corinthians 5:17

 

For more of Bobbie’s essays and meditations, visit her website at
bobbiesmithbryant.com
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